
 
PAPUA NEW GUINEA 

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR MIGRATION 

RESILIENCE BUILDING 

 

IOM in partnership with the National and Provincial 

Disaster Centres delivered Training of Trainer (ToT) on 

Community-Based Disaster Risk Management (CBDRM) 

planning to selected representatives of Government 

(provincial, district and local level), target communities 

and partners in Western, Hela, Southern Highlands, 

Wewak and East New Britain provinces, and the 

Autonomous Region of Bougainville (AROB).  

  

Delivered from 14 June-23 July 2021 and funded by 

USAID Bureau for Humanitarian Assistance (BHA), the 

trainings on CBDRM planning equipped 126 participants 

(84 men and 42 women) from the five provinces and 

AROB with the knowledge and skills on strengthening 

community resilience to natural hazards. Advisor to 

Southern Highlands Office of Disaster and Climate 

Change, who with IOM co-facilitated the delivery of the 

training in Southern Highlands Province, expressed 

gratitude to IOM for taking the initiative to assist 

disaster affected and at-risk communities through 

providing technical support in developing CBDRM plans 

and promoting their operationalization. “I thank IOM for 

encouraging us to implement CBDRM in the various 

vulnerable and at-risk rural communities. This is one 

area we really need support and I believe it is the same 

for Hela,” he said. 

  

In partnership with the National and Provincial Disaster 

Centres, IOM’s to disaster risk reduction and 

management initiatives reduce community vulnerability 

CONTACTS 
 
IOM Papua New Guinea       drd@iom.int, Donor Relations Division, IOM HQs   
  
 +675.321.3655         lbonneau@iom.int, gmekuria@iom.int   

         http://png.iom.int/  

 

Disaster responders participating in a simulation exercise at the Displacement Tracking Matrix training in 

Kiunga town in Western Province. © Peter Murorera/ IOM 2021 
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and promote resilience at the local level. Following the 

ToTs, trained community representatives will receive 

technical support from IOM and government (provincial, 

district and local level) to work with their communities 

to develop, launch and implement their CBDRM plans.  

The CBDRM plans will map the hazards, vulnerabilities 

and capacities of the respective communities taking into 

account the national and international plans and 

priorities, including the Sendai Framework and PNG’s 

National Disaster Risk Framework (NDRRF) [2017-2030], 

and outline plans and strategies to mitigate and reduce 

risk. 

 

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS 

 

IOM promotes resilience building in vulnerable 

communities at risk of natural hazards and is 

strengthening preparedness at the national and sub-

national (provincial, district and local level) government 

levels.  

 

In line with the Sendai Framework and PNG’s National 

Disaster Risk Reduction Framework (NDRRF), IOM 

partnered  with the National Disaster Centre to deliver 

training on the use of the Displacement Tracking Matrix 

(DTM) to disaster responders (20 men and 6 women) in 

Western Province (12-14 July 2021). IOM’s DTM is a 

critical data gathering tool used in tracking and 

monitoring population displacement, and their 

humanitarian assistance needs to inform multi-sectoral 

responses including protection during crises.  

  

“We are prone to natural hazards and you may be 

aware that this province has been impacted by sea level 

rise that has displaced many people,” said Provincial 

Administrator of Western Province while opening the 

DTM training delivered by IOM in Kiunga Town. “Let us 

apply the knowledge received and be more practical in 

our work following this training,” he added.  

Funded by USAID BHA, the DTM training attracted 26 

participants (20 men and 6 women) from various 

provincial government departments and partners 

including Western Provincial Disaster Centre, North Fly 

District Disaster Office, Western Provincial Community 

Development, Papua New Guinea Defense Force, Police, 

OK Tedi Mine, Save the Children, Word Vision and 

Caritas.   

  

“We are grateful to have the IOM team to help us to 

improve our capacity in Western Province to prepare 

and respond to disasters,” highlighted Western 

Provincial Disaster Coordinator. “To address 

displacement challenges effectively and efficiently, we 

must gain a better understanding of human mobility 

during disaster and conflict situations. Displacement 

Tracking Matrix has proven to be highly effective in 

disaster response,” he added.  

  

IOM’s DTM is helping to ensure disaster responders are 

better prepared to capture, process, and disseminate 

information more systematically to provide a better 

understanding of the movements and evolving needs of 

displaced populations following disaster.  

 

PEACE AND DEVELOPMENT PLANNING 

 

The United Nations (UN) in Papua New Guinea through 

its Highlands Joint Programme (HJP) is working in 
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IOM, Provincial Government staff at the CBDRM ToT in East New 

Britain Province. © Lovelynne M. Vigil/ ENBP 2021 

IOM staff (left) speaking to the Provincial Administrator for Western 

Province at the DTM training in Kiunga. © Sharlene Kendo/ IOM 2021 



partnership with the Government at all levels to create 

conditions for peace, targeting communities affected by 

conflict in Hela Province (HP) and Southern Highlands 

Province (SHP).  

 

IOM through the UN HJP and funding from the UN 

Peacebuilding Fund (UNPBF) facilitated a 5-day 

community-level planning (12-16 July 2021) on peace 

and sustainable development in Yame community in 

SHP. This planning session applies the knowledge gained 

by participants from attending an IOM facilitated 

training on Community-Peace for Development 

Planning.1 

The community-planning sessions promote the equal-

participation of all members of the community in 

mapping conflict triggers, outlining risk mitigation 

measures, partnerships, and development initiatives. 

This will lead into the drafting of a Community Peace for 

Development Plan (CPDP) aimed at achieving and 

sustaining peace.   

 

The CPDP also aligns with national and international 

priorities including the PNG’s Vision 2050 and UN’s 

Sustainable Development Goals. Through UN PBF’s 

funding, IOM will also work with communities of Tigibi, 

Kikita 2 and Guala in HP and Yame, Meki, Pambel and 

Munihu in SHP to develop and implement CPDPs that 

will be achieved with the provision of material support 

to implement community-led projects that aim sustain 

peace and promote development.  

Representatives from various groups in Yame village 

including internally displaced persons, women, church 

leaders and persons living with disabilities are 

participating in the community-level planning sessions.2 

A woman representative from Yame community 

thanked IOM for working in her community to promote 

peace. “I used to think that promoting peace and 

development in communities is solely the government’s 

responsibility, but I am now realizing that development 

starts with me,” she noted. "This is the first time I am 

involved in such capacity development and I am excited,” 

she added.   

 

CLIMATE CHANGE MIGRATION AND 

HUMAN SECURITY  

 

IOM conducted a week-long consultation (23-28 June 

2021) on climate change and mobility with Government 

authorities and local communities in AROB.  

 

Conducted in close cooperation with the National 

Disaster Centre (NDC) and Department for Provincial 

and Local Government Affairs (DPLGA), the consultation 

sought to gauge views from stakeholders in AROB about 

climate change related mobility covering migration, 

displacement and planned relocation efforts to inform 

resilience and adaptation measures, and policy 

discussions on internal displacement.  
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Participants engage in a discussion during the CPDP training in SHP. 

© Simon Kafu/ IOM 2021 

1 https://www.looppng.com/community/peace-training-hela-shp-101270  
2  https://papuanewguinea.un.org/en/136268-i-am-now-realizing-development-starts-me-yame-village-southern-highlands-welcomes-community   

Yame community members welcoming IOM staff during the CPDP 

planning mission in SHP. © David Kuna/ IOM 2021 



The consultation was undertaken under the multiagency 

Pacific Climate Change Migration and Human Security 

Program (PCCMHS) programme led by IOM and involved 

the Autonomous Bougainville Government (ABG), 

Community Service Organizations and local communities 

of Haku and Kuraio, and Carteret islanders displaced to 

Tinputz owing to rising sea level.   

 

Inputs were received from the local NGO Tulele Paise 

and select government representatives including 

Regional Member for Bougainville, Community 

Government Secretary and Disaster and Climate Change 

Coordinator. These community consultations will serve 

to inform national level policy development as well as 

informing a regional approach amongst Pacific 

Governments to address the impacts of climate 

mobility. 

  

In a related initiative, IOM, DPLGA and NDC teams also 

furthered ongoing policy development discussions to 

address internally displaced persons by the Government 

of PNG and partners.  

 

TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS 

 

In a lead up to World Day Against Trafficking in Persons 

which falls on 30th July every year, the Papua New 

Guinea (PNG) Centre for Judicial Excellence (CJE) hosted 

a webinar session on Tuesday 27 July 2021 on 

Trafficking in Persons (TiP) with IOM PNG’s Protection/

TiP specialist, Ms. Enid Kantha as the Guest Speaker.  

 

With this year’s theme for World Day Against Trafficking 

in Persons being ‘Victims’ voices lead the way,’ the 

webinar was an opportune time to not only create 

awareness about the issue of TiP and the risks but also 

to highlight the importance of listening to and learning 

from victims of Human Trafficking who are key actors in 

the fight against this heinous crime.  

 

The webinar was live streamed on YouTube with 

participants dialling in from PNG and the Asia Pacific 

region. PNG participants included staff from the 

judiciary, other law enforcement agencies, private 

sector and protection stakeholders. Local examples of 

trafficking scenarios ignited a lot of discussion and 

follow questions after the webinar.  

 

The PNG CJE was a primary beneficiary of IOM’s capacity 

strengthening project funded by JTiP over the past three 

years and it is therefore gratifying that PNGCJE has 

taken the lead on this initiative in continuing their 

commitment to combat TiP. 
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IOM operations are supported by: 

IOM staff and participants pose for a photo at the CBDRM ToT venue in Wewak town in East Sepik Province. © Dennis Uramani/ IOM 2021 


